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The Solar System

Complete

The solar system is made up of the S _ _ and everythingthato
around it. The orbits of the planets are not quite c _ but look
like a squashed circle called an e

Complete

The planets closest to the Sun move f
a

than planets much further

What keeps the planets orbiting the Sun?

The Sun is a huge mass and this givesitas _ gravitational pull. It
isthef _ of the Sun’s gravity that keeps the planets in theiro
_. The planets nearest the Sun feelas =~ pull from the Sun’s gravity
whilst those furthest away from the Sun feelonlyaw ___ pull.

How does the Moon stay in place?
The Earth has its own gravitational pull. Compared to the Earth, the Moon

is small. The Earth'sg pullsonthe M and holds it in orbit.
Comets also orbitthe Sun.A ¢ isafrozenballofi = andd
Cometsare muchs than planets. Most of the time comets are
in far outer space but sometimes they moven the Sun. When this
happens the cometw ~~ up

and g __ and dust form a glowingt _ _  trailing behind the comet as it

moves across thes

faster CEL dust
away

ice nearer ellipse

X2
weak gravity smaller strong

- around
comet 1 =11 Moon

k
Sun force warms SKy

circular orbits orbits
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rﬁt\te Siz,
Soaees The Planets

Complete

Use the internet to complete this table. For your pictures try to show which is the biggest
and smallest.

Name the Planet Picture of Planet Characteristics

Closest to the
Sun Mercury

V
EARTH
M
J
S
U
N

Furthest from

the Sun

N
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